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THE MUNICIPALITY OF THE VILLAGE OF LIONS BAY

Village Update

November 26, 2009

Lions Bay Coat of Arms
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Important Dates:
Click on the Village’s website at
www.lionsbay.ca
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Top Ten Rules for Winter Driving
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Accept your responsibility to do all in your power to drive without incident.

Adjust your speed to conditions. On compact snow, reduce your speed by 1/3, on icy roads, reduce your
speed by 1/2.

Get the “feel” of the road. If you are away from traffic try the brakes occasionally while driving slowly.
Keep the windshield clear of snow, ice and fog.

Use snow tires, tire chains or studded tires on snow and ice.

Gently apply your brakes to slow down or stop.

Understand and use ABS correctly. Gently applying the brakes to the point just before ABS is activated
will reduce your stopping distance. If you feel ABS come on press down hard on the pedal, look and steer
where you want to go and don't let the pedal up until you are out of danger.

Follow at a safe distance. It takes 3 to 12 times the distance to stop on snow and ice.

Do not use cruise control when roads might be slick.

. Remember, condensation on the pavement of bridges and overpasses freezes before the rest of the road-

way.
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In May 2008, “Green Communities” legislation amended the Local Government Act and Community Charter with
the introduction of Bill 27. This means that all communities in B.C. are required to institute in their Official Com-
munity Plans community wide greenhouse gas emission reduction targets, and actions and policies for achieving
those targets by May 2010. In 2007, Community Energy and Emissions Inventory reports were produced for
every local government by the Province and the focus was on emissions related to transportation and build-
ings. The report provides each community with a base line for discussion and analysis.

The Province has set an overall GHG target reduction of 33% by 2020 and 80% by 2050. The Lions Bay Climate
Action Task Force has been reviewing the data provided to us and is currently determining reduction targets that
are relevant and realistic for our community. There are a wide variety of policies that can be included in OCP’s to
address reductions in GHG emissions, but not all are relevant to our community. Our recently updated OCP al-
ready speaks specifically to GHG reduction in many ways, but there are a number of amendments being consid-
ered by the task force and Council.

In order to meet the required May 2010 deadline, the Village has engaged Consultant Michael Rosen to guide us
to this end. Public input to this process is very important and needs to be a team effort involving Council, the
community, the Climate Action Task Force and Village staff. If you are interested in this topic and this process,
please to go www.lionsbaygreen.ca to read the material the task force has been using for reference, plus minutes
of all the meetings. Here are the timelines:

- November 24™ — Climate Action Task Force meeting to review recommended reduction targets for trans-

portation, energy and solid waste.

- Council meetings December 7" and 14" - Draft recommendations from the task force are presented to
Council and Council authorizes the community consultation process.
January 2010 — date to be determined — Draft OCP targets, policies and plans are presented to commu-
nity
February 2010 — Council provides direction to prepare formal Bylaw
March 2010 — Introduction of Bylaw for first reading
April 2010 — Referrals and Public Hearing for Bylaw

- May 2010- Adoption of OCP Amendment Bylaw
If you have any questions, please contact councillor.simons@lionsbay.ca

We are pleased to announce that Lions Bay has been awarded a grant from Western Economic Diversification
Canada to provide one third funding of the cost to upgrade our gem of a tennis court on Mountain Drive. Over 25
years ago Lions Bay already had two tennis courts, one being at the school and the other on Mountain

Drive. Over the last few years, the tennis court at the school was replaced with a playground and the remaining
court has been minimally maintained with funds available. Despite the cracks that kept reappearing and the pud-
dles of water from the uneven surface, the court has continued to be used by the Lions Bay tennis group and
many of our youth in Lions Bay for hockey and riding bicycles. When the opportunity for funding to support up-
grades to existing recreational facilities came available this year under the Federal Recreational Infrastructure
Canada Program we made application. This grant offered us the opportunity to upgrade the court surface to one
that provides a 25 year warranty and is world championship quality. This multi-use court will be a sustainable rec-
reational surface for Lions Bay residents to enjoy for years to come. Along with resurfacing the court, culverts will
be installed around the court, the fence height will be increased and new nets and posts will be purchased. The
Western Diversification Fund is funding up to $14,069, Village is funding $18,139 and fundraising efforts will con-
tribute $10,000. Thanks to the many people that indicated their support of this valuable resource in order for us to
obtain this grant. Work will commence after April 2010 and should be ready for play during the summer.

Ruth Simons, Councillor
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In the interest of Resident and Motorist Safety on our soon to be completed highway, the Village of Lions Bay is
Partnering with the RCMP Community Policing Office and ICBC in the “SPEED WATCH” program.

% " is an educational program aimed at reducing incidents of excessive speeding. It is designed to
raise public awareness of the actual speeds drivers are traveling. The Speed Watch program is conducted in
partnership with the police, citizen volunteers and ICBC

% " checks are operated by trained volunteers. Using portable radar equipment and an electronic digi-
tal board, volunteers will monitor speeds from designated safe zones along Highway 99 within the Village of Li-
ons Bay. Drivers get an instant readout of their speed, displayed on a reader-board as they pass by. Volunteers
pass vehicle and excessive speed information to the Police in a prescribed form and warning letters are sent to
the registered owners.

We are looking for volunteers for our SPEED WATCH program to work with our Highway Committee and Village
Council in this valuable Community Program.
&' (' :

19 to 75 years of age Clean driving record

One year commitment Willing to undergo RCMP screening

Completion of training by the RCMP and/or an ICBC Coordinator.
Applications are available at the village office starting Nov 23"™. 2009. Please call (604)921-9333 or come in to
fill out an application.

Most residents know that under the Bylaw regarding Trees on Municipal Land, a resident can to apply to have a
tree on municipal property cut down. The Tree Committee then recommends to Council on whether this should
occur.

Less well known, however, is the policy on Tree Cutting on Private Land, originally approved in November,
2002. The policy was intended to encourage people to find neighborly solutions in tree disputes, but recognized
that sometimes this was impossible, and allowed residents to ask the Village to serve as an intermediary. It also
outlined a process by which a resident concerned about a dangerous tree on a neighbor’s property could apply
to Council to have the tree assessed by a certified arborist. It deemed dangerous, the tree could be ordered
taken down by Council.

At its Oct 19™ meeting, however, Council placed a moratorium on this policy, after it became apparent that a pol-
icy alone would not give the Village authority to actually order a tree taken down on private property. Legal
counsel has confirmed this would need a bylaw.

Residents are asked to note that the moratorium is in effect, thus Council is not receiving further applications
while the moratorium is in effect.
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On Oct. 14", Councillors Ronsley and Akerhielm hosted a meeting to offer background on Council’s steps to-
wards legalization of secondary suites in Lions Bay. Seventeen residents attended, posing a number of good
guestions and making suggestions. The details have been posted on Lionsbay.net. Councillor Ronsley opened
the meeting with an outline of the main features of suites programs used in other BC municipalities. These offer
broad hints at what residents and landlords may expect in Lions Bay.

The Official Community Plan for Lions Bay is explicit, explained Councillor Ronsley. “Section 4.3(a) says that
suites should be regulated to requirements for health, safety, onsite parking and adequate septic services, and
to ensure owners make a fair contribution to the cost of services through municipal taxes. A secondary suite
should only be allowed if the owner lives on the property.”

How will this be implemented in Lions Bay? Regulations around health and safety of suites will require some
program of inspection and upgrading. “We understand the worries for landlords around upgrades. It is very im-
portant to try to keep suites open, but tenants must be able to live safely in them, too.” Most municipalities re-
quire one extra on-site parking space when a new suite is put into a home, but their requirements vary if the
suite is already existing. Vancouver requires no extra parking space at all, while New Westminster requires no
extra parking space — but only if the home already has two parking spaces. Septic tanks have to be able to han-
dle the additional demand from tenants in a home. This is a must for health reasons. The Village of Anmore
handles this by requiring a letter from the septic service provider to say that the tank is up to the task.

“A fair contribution to the cost of services,” will doubtless bring debate in Lions Bay. The exact cost of extra mu-
nicipal services for tenants is impossible to calculate. Garbage, sewer and water fees are fairly straightforward,
but extra people in a Village also create extra demand for things like roadway maintenance, playground and
lawn upkeep, and bylaw enforcement. For this reason, most municipalities charge either a flat fee per year or
tack on an extra percentage to the homeowner’s total cost of utilities like water, sewer and garbage. Commonly,
municipalities use rates around 50% of the cost of utilities or a flat fee of $400-$500 per year.

There will be a requirement to reside on a property if a suite is rented out. “Lions Bay has said through its OCP
that it doesn’t want absentee landlords,” said Councillor Ronsley. North Vancouver also has this rule, and con-
siders that a landlord lives on the property if it is his/her principal residence as defined under the BC Home-
owner’'s Grant.

Participants were eager to have further chance to input into the process and to have other residents do so.
Councillor Ronsley noted that Council will likely change the Zoning bylaw in the Spring to allow secondary
suites, then continue with elements of program design in the late Spring. Registration of suites would begin in
Fall, 2010. In the interim, residents are welcome to contribute their thoughts on any of the following:

Health / Safety standards for suites,

Suite inspection requirements,

Parking requirements for suites,

Septic requirements for suites,

Fair “extra” contribution to cost of Village services,

Requirement to live in home if suite is rented out,

How many suites per home allowed,

Whether to exempt suites containing “family” from extra service charges, and
Other issues residents might think are relevant.
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